COACH DON’S BASEBALL TIP NO. 6
“I’ve heard all of that positive coaching crap, all I can tell you is that I have never seen where you tell a kid something negative and they go out there and do something positive.” 


I apologize for the use of the English language here, but I think this direct quote is quite more effective delivered in its original ‘Stengelese.’  The author of this statement happens to be my own brother, Stevon Schwartz.  Why quote him?  As far as credentials are concerned, he is a former United States Masters Champion in the pole vault.  He was a pole-vaulter at the University of California, Berkeley and was second in the PAC 8 Championships, 1972, now PAC 10.  Like my own senior year in high school, he was a “walk on” and vaulted at Berkeley only one year – his college senior year.  Since then, he has tirelessly volunteered his time and effort to coach football and track in the Oakland Public Schools system for over 30 years – all without applause, not one bit of it.  In fact, he has recited stories of complete physical abuse from his inner city “athletes” – like being punched in the face and called names that I cannot repeat here.  For years, he remains the only Caucasian in a sea of African-American faces on the athletic fields in which he disseminates his unusual talents.  Getting through to these kids would be a challenge under the best of circumstances; however, under his circumstance – of being white in a microcosm black world – he is at a significant handicap.  In spite of all odds against him of getting through to these kids, he has coached the first and only high school sophomore to win the California State Division 1 Championship in the pole vault.  Three years ago, his track team at McClymonds High School was second in the State of California – Div. 1.  He has coached numerous other inner city youth to successful college and professional football and track careers – helping these kids earn scholarships for an education they might not otherwise have achieved.  I take his comment, the above quotation, very, very seriously.                    


In June 2008, I was selected to become a Field Trainer for the Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA).  Most of you know about the PCA as the new coaching mental model permeating Little League’s throughout the United States.   
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